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Based on the real life of
author G. L. Gooding's
mother.

February 1921 | Woodward, Iowa.  
A brutal blizzard rages outside the family’s
farmhouse. Five‑year‑old Velma knows
something is wrong. Their father is dying in the
next room. Their mother has vanished into the
snow storm seeking help. Where Courage
Began by G.L.Gooding launches the saga.
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660-973-2723 | www.GLGooding.com

From a snow‑buried Iowa farmhouse to the
shifting landscapes of wartime America, a
young girl forged by tragedy grows into a
woman whose courage sustains her family—
and defines a generation.

by G.L. Gooding



ABOUT THE AUTHOR G.L. Gooding

American novelist G. L. Gooding is the author of eight
novels that have resonated with readers around the
world. 

His hit historical series Velma’s Story begins with
Where Courage Began and continues with Road to
Resilience, The Long Journey, and Beyond
Expectations. Based on the true-to-life story of
Gooding’s mother, the series explores family,
friendship, and resilience in Depression-era America
and beyond World War Two.

His award-winning Fresh Snow on Bedford Falls
continues the story of It’s a Wonderful Life, blending
mystery, history, and redemption. The novel is
available in multiple formats, including an audiobook
narrated by George Guidall.

Media Contact: Robin@CreativeCenterofAmerica.com 
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In Yellum, Gooding tells the story of a humble
donkey destined for a sacred role, offering a
moving reflection on purpose and worth.

Murder in Minnesota and Felonies in Florida
launch the Wandering Woodie Mystery series,
following a Vietnam veteran whose road trip in
a restored 1946 Ford Woodie turns into a
journey through mystery, murder, and the past.

Gooding lives in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, with his
wife, Sarah, and their beloved dog, Cooper.



Before the manger… there was the road.
 

Orphaned at birth, beaten down by hard hands, and treated as
little more than a beast of burden, Yellum learns early that life can
be cruel — and heavy.

Captured by bandits and forced into a world of hardship, the small
donkey survives by carrying the weight others place on him. But
along the way, he discovers something unexpected: friendship. A
loyal camel named Sam and a scrappy dog called Rags offer
kindness where he least expects it, slowly teaching him that even
wounded hearts can heal.

What Yellum cannot see is that every lonely mile, every burden,
and every scar is preparing him for a moment far greater than
himself.

A moment that will change history forever.

Yellum offers a fresh and deeply moving look at the Christmas
story through life story of the humble donkey chosen to carry
Mary to Bethlehem. Filled with adventure, warmth, danger, humor,
and hope, this unforgettable story reminds us that no life is
insignificant — and that even the smallest among us may be
called to carry something sacred.

ABOUT THE BOOK
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Paperback, eBook, Audio

Part classic
Christmas tale, part
sweeping animal
journey, Yellum
blends warmth,
danger, humor, and
hope into an
unforgettable story of
purpose and
belonging.



Fans of the iconic film starring Jimmy Stewart and
Donna Reed will recall the heartwarming moment
when the townsfolk of Bedford Falls rally to raise

$8,000 in order to save George Bailey from scandal.

But what happens next?
Find that answer in Fresh Snow on Bedford Falls.

George is worried about reprisals from his nemesis
Mr. Potter. He is concerned about Mark Jerome, the

state bank examiner tasked with investigating the
$8,000 that disappeared. Discovering the truth about

the missing money will change the way that Potter
and Bailey see each other—and themselves

"Satisfying tale of loss and redemption..." 
~BlueInk Review 

"Surprising follow-up that adds unimagined 
dimensions to a holiday classic..." 

~Foreword Reviews 
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Robin@CreativeCenterofAmerica.com 660-973-
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IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE

"Fans will come away with a familiar
sense of warmth in their hearts..." 

~Kirkus ReviewsABOUT 
 THE BOOK

Best Historical Mystery
AWARD WINNER

BPSC’s

Paperback, eBook

THE LITERARY SEQUEL TO



Murder in Minnesota

The year is 1971 and Jamie Masters, a Military Police Captain in
Vietnam, has just returned home to face more tragedy. Carrying mental
and physical scars beyond the war, Jamie is a man lost without
direction. Then his best friend P.T. Abbott arrives driving a wreck of a
vehicle in desperate need of restoration.

The ’46 Ford Woodie, a wood-paneled classic wagon, is P.T.’s
repayment of his friend’s loan. Once beautifully redone, Jamie decides
to take the Woodie on a solo road trip to find himself. A ragtag
collection of misfit friends, however, have other ideas. It isn’t long
before the gang aboard the wandering Woodie becomes involved in a
string of murders linked to the tragic past of Walden Creek, Minnesota.

ABOUT 
THE SERIES

A VINTAGE CAR.  A TEARDROP TRAILER.  THE ROADTRIP OF A LIFETIME.

Felonies in Florida

The Wandering Woodie crew
is back! In the fall of 1971,
Vietnam vet Jamie Masters
and his misfit friends head to
Florida for a quiet winter—but
trouble follows. A murder in
Sarasota and a friend accused
of another crime pull Jamie
into a web of conspiracy. With
danger closing in, the team
fights for justice.

"A riveting good read by an author with
a genuine flair for originality and the
kind of narrative driven storytelling
style perfectly suited to a mystery
suspense thriller..."

Vietnam vet Jamie Masters and his collection of
misfit friends are on the roadtrip of a lifeime.

~Midwest Book Review
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"Fans will come away
with a familiar
sense of warmth in
their hearts..." 
~Kirkus Reviews

For Fans of 
the Iconic Film 
It’s a Wonderful Life!
The award-winning
Fresh Snow on
Bedford Falls continues
George Bailey’s story,
blending mystery, history,
and redemption.
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